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Brothers and Sisters, 

 

First, I would like to thank President Fran for asking me to work the Americanism Pro-
gram this year.  This year has certainly flew by.   
 
During my 22 years in the Air Force, my whole career was in Base Honor Guards, Flag 
Details, Drill Teams along with 8 years in a Command Protocol.  So Americanism is 
very important to me as it should be for all. 
 

What is Americanism?   
 

The definition of Americanism was originated by the Commanders-in-Chief of the 
Grand Army of the Republic, United Spanish War Veterans, Veterans of Foreign Wars 
of the United States, the National Commanders of the American Legion and the Disa-
bled American Veterans of the World War at a conference held in Washington DC in 
February 1927.  They stated: 

 
“Americanism is an unfailing love of country; loyalty to its institutions  

and I deals; eagerness to defend it against all enemies; undivided  
allegiance to the Flag; and a desire to secure the blessings of liberty to  

ourselves and posterity.“ 
 
 

What is Patriotism?   
 
A sense of attachment to a homeland and alliance with other citizens who share the 
same sentiment.  In other words, American national pride is a feeling of love and de-
votion for the whole of the United States. 
 
With nearly 475,000 members in the Auxiliary members (5,084 in Tennessee) who 
share a similar passion for the United States.  Through patriotic unity, community con-
nection, and the red, white and blue, we honor America’s history and thrive in the land 
of the free by exercising patriotism and promoting Americanism in our daily actions.  
 
Our Community Connection: For more than 100 years, we continue to respect and 
carry forward Auxiliary traditions.   For the first time, there will be a hashtag to 
connect with  Communities.  Whether you are capturing patriotic unity or Auxiliary 
traditions in action, tag the activity and/or event using the hashtag 
#AuxiliaryPatriotism.  Record these moments and put on social media. 
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Some thoughts and ideas you can use hashtag #AuxiliaryPatriotism: 
 
• Lead a US Flag raising ceremony at a local business or sporting event 
 

 
• Participate in a Patriotic Parade.  Get youth groups in-
volved in helping by handing out flags, decorating floats etc. 
 
 
• Patriotic holiday ceremonies, Auxiliary Programs, Patriotic Art Contest 

participants, hospital volunteers, legislative activities, 

sponsoring veterans, “Buddy” Poppy drives, caregivers for Military 

and Veterans. 

• Honor POW/MIAs with balloon release or flag folding ceremony. 

 

• Conduct a Facebook live School of Instruction. 

 

• Produce a video or brochure demonstrating Flag Etiquette. 

 

• Invite Star families to special Auxiliary events or the Family Free-

dom Festival. 

 

• Partner with parents and educators to help educate America’s fu-

ture leaders in Patriotism. 

 

• Inspire those in the classroom and the community to further 

build on the Americanism. 

 

Red, White and Blue: 

By keeping patriotism in the forefront, we demonstrate a pledge to our nation’s veter-

ans, service members and their families.  By exercising patriotic unity through commu-

nity events we extend the legacy of respect for the red, white and blue of the VFW 

Auxiliary. 
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Patriotic Instructors 

 

The Patriotic Instructor educates members about the proper salute to the U.S. Flag, as 

well as the recitation of the Pledge of Allegiance.  They take time to understand the 

VFW Auxiliary Ritual and the Federal Flag Code.  The Patriotic Instructors helps mem-

bers to understand traditions and ceremonies of the organization.  You can find 

“Understanding Auxiliary Traditions” along with a video on the vfwauxiliary.org/

resources.  More detailed information on VFW Auxiliary traditions can also be found in 

the VFW Auxiliary Podium Edition:  By-laws and Ritual. 

 

Promote Patriotism 

Some ways you can promote Patriotism by: 

• Celebrate Patriotic Holidays 

Flag Day - June 14th 

Independence Day - July 4th   

Patriot Day  -  September 11th 

POW/MIA Recognition Day  -  Third Friday in September 

Gold Star Mother’s & Family Day  -  Last Sunday in September 

Veterans Day  -  November 11th 

Pearl Harbor Day  -  December 7th 

National Vietnam War Veterans Day - March 29th 

Loyalty Day  -  May 1st 

Armed Forces Day  - Third Saturday in May 

Memorial Day  -  May 30th 

 

 

• Don’t forget the Branch of Service Birthdays 

 

US Army  -  June 14th, 1775 

US Marine Corps  -  November 10th, 1775 

US Navy - October 13th, 1775 

US Air Force  - September 18th, 1947 

US Coast Guard  - August 4th, 1790 

US National Guard  -  December 13th, 1636 
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Did you know that there is actually a Military Flag Order of Precedence.   

Department of Defense Directive 1005.8 

Army; Marine Corps; Navy; Air Force; Coast Guard  

 

 

 

 

 

 

The United States Flag Code establishes advisory rules for display and care of the national flag of the United 

States of America. ... This is a U.S. federal law. 

 

 

 

Blue Star  - can display flags or banners with a white field and red border with a blue 

star for each family member serving in the United States Armed Force during any peri-

od of war or hostilities. 

Silver Star -  can display flags or banners with a blue field with outer red and inner 

white and a silver star  that represents a family member who was injured, wounded, or 

became ill during or as a result of combat. 

Gold Star  -  can display flags or banners with a white field and red border with a gold 

star that represents a family member that died during military operations. 

 

You are encouraged to recognize and honor these families in your community. 
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AWARDS FOR AUXILIARIES from National 

Most outstanding use of the hashtag - #AuxiliaryPatriotism - in a social media post.  

1. Citation to every Auxiliary that uses the #AuxiliaryPatriotism on social media. Crite-

ria and entry form (required) available at vfwauxiliary.org/resources.  Auxiliaries 

must send the entry form to their Department Americanism Chairman by March 31, 

2022.  

• The Department Americanism Chairman must send a copy of all submitted entry 

forms to National Headquarters by April 30, 2022.  

(Citations will be mailed directly to participating Auxiliaries from National Headquarters) 

2. Citation and $25 to one Auxiliary in each of the four Conferences with the most out-

standing use of the #AuxiliaryPatriotism in a social media post.  

• The Department Americanism Chairman must sign and send a copy of the com-

pleted Department-winning entry form to the National Americanism Ambassador by 

April 30, 2022 for judging.  

AWARDS TO AUXILIARY from Department  
 
1. Citation and $30 to one Auxiliary in the Department that has the most outstanding 

use of the #AuxiliaryPatriotism in a social media post.  (Examples must be sent to 
the Americanism Chairman by April 1, 2022) 

 
2. Citation and $30 to an Auxiliary Patriotic Instructor that has the best patriotic edu- 
  cation program.  Copies of education program has to be sent to the Americanism  
  Chairman by April 1, 2022. 

 

 

AWARDS FOR AUXILIARY PATRIOTIC INSTRUCTORS from National  

1. Citation to one Patriotic lnstructor in each of the 10 Program Divisions for the best 
patriotic education. Criteria and entry form (required) available at vfwauxilia-
ry.org/resources.  

2. Entry forms are due to the Department Americanism Chairman by March 
31,2022. The Department Americanism Chairman must sign and send a copy of the 
completed Department-winning entry form to the National Americanism Ambassador 
by April 30,2022 for judging.  

Deadline 

Deadline 

Deadline 

Deadline 

Deadline 

Deadline 

Deadline 
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Americanism Chairman 

Billie Cassidy 
7808 Hwy 412e 

Linden, TN 
bscassidy@tds.net 

AWARDS from Department Americanism Chairman (Personal)  
(Deadline: 1 Apr 2022) 

 
1. $25 to the Auxiliary that conducted the highest number of special programs on pat-

riotic Holidays (Memorial Day, Veterans Day, POW/MIA, Remembrance Day, etc). 
 
2. $25 to the  Auxiliary that presented the most US Flags (at  least 2”x3” or larger). 
     (includes but not limited to schools, businesses, parades, gravesites, etc) 
 
3. $25 to the Auxiliary or members of the Auxiliary that participated in the most  
     programs or events that included a POW/MIA program. 
 
4. $25 to the  Auxiliary that presented the most POW/MIA Flags (at  least 2”x3” or 
     larger). (includes but not limited to schools, businesses, parades, gravesites, etc) 

 
5. $25 to the Auxiliary that presented the most certificates to businesses or citizens 
     In recognition of their displaying the US, POW/MIA flags or other displays of  
     American pride. 
 
6.  $25 to the Auxiliary that recognized the most Blue Star/Gold Star/Silver Star  
     Mothers or Families.  (at lunches, events, meetings, etc) 
 
7.  $25 to conducted the best Patriotic Education in their Community.  
     (at schools, churches, parades, etc) 
 

THINK OUTSIDE THE BOX 


